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“

LIVING THE DREAM

stroll takes me to the vivacious city center 
and a leisurely 10 minutes to the ample 
elbow-jostling market swamped in a 
plentiful muddle of fresh, local produce.

After fi nishing my Spanish studies, 
I worked as a teacher in a local English 
school before deciding to fi nally pursue a 
lifelong dream. I attended AWAI’s Travel 
Photography & Writing Workshop in New 
Orleans and a travel guidebook-writing 
course with VIVA Travel Guides. Then I 
completed several assignments on Antigua. 

I’m now a contributing author for 
the fi rst edition of VIVA Travel Guides 
Guatemala and here I am writing for 
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International Living! I’m still only starting 
out but I’ve taken the fi rst steps towards 
living my dream as a freelance travel writer 
and photographer.

The greatest challenges of moving 
anywhere have been learning the language, 
cultural norms and pace of life but with 
patience, adaptability, an open heart and 
mind it’s all been one big adventure. 
For my travel and photo blog, see: 
Loca4motion.wordpress.com.

“Now I Am Living an Adventure”
Name: Jaime Barbiery
Age: 61
From: U.S. citizen 
Living in: Ajijic, Mexico 

On the shores of Lake Chapala, Mexico, 
the town of Ajijic has a reputation as an 
inspiring haven for expats from all over the 
world. 

In December 2009, recently retired 
payroll consultant, Jaime Barbiery, arrived 
in town for a three month visit. “I wanted 
to escape all the negativity of the U.S. 
economy at the time,” says Jaime.

Before even leaving his home in 
Redwood City, California, Jaime organized 
volunteer work with the Lake Chapala 
Society through an old friend who had 
already made the move south.

As a volunteer, Jaime gave twice 
weekly computer skills training to Mexican 
women. A month later, he added a cooking 
class on Friday evenings. About 10 women 
showed up. “They brought tequila,” says 
Jaime, “it was great fun.” Jaime teaches 
them different ways to use ingredients from 
their local markets. “One time, we made 
pesto, which they had never done before, 
and tossed it with shrimp.”

When someone called to him “maestro, 
maestro,” on the street one day, he decided 
that this was his community and he was 
staying.

Expanding creativity is what Jaime 
says has been the biggest benefi t to him of 
living in Ajijic. “My creativity has exploded 
here. Once I started walking everywhere, 
I began to notice more—the details, the 
colors and the symmetry, and I started to 
photograph.”  

While he had been an amateur 
photographer, Jaime had never sold his 
photos before. But expats started buying 
his Ajijic photos. And locals would come 
up to him and say “I know that door” or 
“where is that?”

IL Readers Find Their 
Income Overseas

Antigua, Guatemala, is one of Latin America’s 
most alluring and inspiring colonial towns.

“Life is Simpler, Freer and More 
Vibrant”
Name: Lucy Brown  
Age: 44
From: U.K. citizen
Living in: Antigua, Guatemala 

Every morning I open my eyes and 
see Agua volcano framed by my window, 
looming above the red and gray mishmash 
of tin and tiled rooftops. Out on the terrace 
sipping freshly ground, locally grown coffee 
I can see three volcanoes; one extinct, one 
dormant and one active. 

Home for me is the alluring, colonial 
city of Antigua in central Guatemala. 
Steeped in history, Antigua is a culturally-
rich city of around 40,000 people, and 
Guatemala is truly “the Land of Eternal 
Spring.”

In 2005 I began traveling in South 
America and fell in love with Latin 
culture. But sadly I had only picked up 
a smattering of well-worn Spanish travel 
phrases. Disappointed at my poor grasp 
of the language I set my sights on Central 
America for some real cultural immersion.

Lured to Guatemala, and more 
specifi cally to Antigua, by the promise of 
a clear Spanish accent, I initially came for 
a one-month language course. But month 
by month I extended my classes until I had 
been studying for seven months. By then, 
I had reached a decent level of fl uency and 
my host family had become my fi rst home, 
the school my second. My circle of friends 
had grown, both local and expat, and I 
realized what rare opportunities the place 
offered for a permanent lifestyle.

Life for me here is simpler, cheaper, 
freer and more vibrant. The climate is 
sunnier and warmer. Now, after three years, 
I feel more at home in Antigua than back in 
England. I’m defi nitely not ready to leave. 

My sizable furnished apartment has 
both a bougainvillea-draped patio and a 
rooftop terrace with stunning views. My 
rent is $350 per month and includes WiFi, 
electricity, cable and water. A 15-minute 

Living my dream 
as a freelance 
travel writer.”

PG10-11 Living the Dream.indd   10 03/06/2011   14:23


